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most cheaply from Britain, they will still buy; what they
can sell to us at the highest price, they will still sell.

It is, however, a little hard, that, having so lately fought
and conquered for their safety, we should govern them no
longer. By letting them loose before the war, how many
millions might have been saved. One wild proposal is
best answered by another. Let us restore to the French
what we have taken from them. We shall see our colo-
nists at our feet, when they have an enemy so near them.
Let us give the Indians arms, and teach them discipline,
and encourage them, now and then, to plunder a planta-
tion. Security and leisure are the parents of sedition.

While these different opinions are agitated, it seems
to be determined, by the legislature, that force shall be
tried. Men of the pen have seldom any great skill in
conquering kingdoms, but they have strong inclination to
give advice. I cannot forbear to wish, that this commo-
tion may end without bloodshed, and that the rebels may be
subdued by terrour rather than by violence; and, there-
fore, recommend such a force as may take away, not only
the power, but the hope of resistance, and, by conquering
without a battle, save many from the sword.

If their obstinacy continues, without actual hostilities, it
may, perhaps, be mollified, by turning out the soldiers to
free quarters, forbidding any personal cruelty or hurt. It
has been proposed, that the slaves should be set free, an
act which, surely, the lovers of liberty cannot but commend*
If they are furnished with firearms for defence, and
utensils for husbandry, and settled in some simple form of
government withiu the country, they may be more grateful
and honest than their masters.

Far be it from any Englishman, to thirst for the blood of
his fellow-subjects. Those who most deserve our resent-
ment are, unhappily, at less distance. The Americans,
when the stamp act was first proposed, undoubtedly dis-
liked it, as every nation dislikes an impost; but they had
no thought of resisting it, till they were encouraged and